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   The 2012 Colorado General Assembly has now passed the half-way point, with the state’s budget looming heavy over all under the gold dome. As of March 12th, Governor Hickenlooper has signed 27 House bills and 2 Senate bills into law; no vetoes. 
House Bill 12-1309:  This bill is yet to have its first committee hearing. HB 1309 would require that all employers participate in the federal electronic verification program for purposes of verifying the work eligibility status of all new employees hired by an employer, subject to a fine for failure to do so. After a second offense, the third offense would bring a 6-month suspension of the employer’s business license plus a fine of up to $25,000.00. 
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 12-1309:  Representatives Spencer Swalm, R-Araphaoe, 866-5510, and Marcia Looper, R-El Paso, 866-2946; and Senator Keith King, R-El Paso, 866-4880. 
Senate Bill 12-154: This legislative session has certainly seen its share of medical marijuana bills, so many that those promoting (pushing) may find voters are fed up and reject all of the measures that make it to the November ballot. Based on the number of medical marijuana dispensaries in Gilpin County, a person could get the idea the entire population of the county is in excruciating pain, or that even removal of a hangnail warrants issuance of a medical marijuana user card.
   Citizens of the county were not given an opportunity to vote on such a significant public policy matter. Obviously, commissioners were afraid of the outcome and caved to the pressure of the medical marijuana crowd lest the outcome be similar to the one in Fort Collins. When voters were given the opportunity to vote on dispensaries, voters voted to close all dispensaries in the City of Fort Collins.
   SB 154 will create the “Responsible Medical Marijuana Vendor Server and Seller Designation (designation) for licensed medical marijuana businesses and set standards for a training program for achieving the designation. Such a training program will ultimately be subject to approval by the Department of Public Health and Environment.
   The fine points of receiving such a designation:
	all employees selling and handling marijuana, all managers and all resident on-site owners must successfully complete an approved training program;

a designation is valid for two years; 
requires that new staff and owners be trained within 90 days of employment in order to maintain the designation; and
when an administrative action against a licensee who has the designation is initiated by a state or local licensing authority, the authority must consider the designation as a mitigating factor when imposing sanctions or penalties on the licensee. 
Sponsors of SB 12-154: Senator Lois Tochtrop, D-Adams, 866-4863. No sponsor as yet in the House of Representatives. 
   Bills already postponed indefinitely (killed) may be of interest to readers: 
House Bill 12-1234: This bill concerned “a right to participate in proceedings before the public utilities commission by customers of a regulated business.” The bill was killed by the State, Veterans ad Military Affairs Committee on a unanimous vote of 8-0. 
   The bill would have clarified that “customers of a business regulated by the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (PUC) qualify as a person who ‘will be interested in or affected by’ the PUC’s order, and thus have standing to intervene in a PUC administrative hearing.” 
   Self-represent interventions were permissive by rule and were not often denied during such hearings, but two motions to intervene were denied just this year “due to lack of sufficient basis,” according to the state fiscal impact analysis by the Colorado Legislative Council Staff. 
   Xcel has 1.3 million customers; Black Hills Energy has 93,000; CenturyLink has approximately 1.2 million; and Comcast has 400,000 in Colorado. The bill would have given all of those customers statutory right to intervene, according to the impact analysis.
   Representative Max Tyler, D-Jefferson, was the lead sponsor of HB 1234. 
House Bill 12-1279:  The bill would have created a system of public financing of political campaigns for candidates running for a seat in the general assembly. 
   With the every-growing cynicism toward politics and politicians, introduction of such a bill prompts this writer to ask, “What were they thinking!”
  HB 1279 was also killed by the State, Veterans and Military Affairs Committee before it really got off the ground on a vote of 5-4. Sponsor of HB 1279 was Representative Sanford E. ‘Pete” Lee, D-El Paso.
  The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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